POLITICS AND POLITICIANS
circumstances (too technical to describe here)
in which this rule may be evaded, and in any
case the pressure may be so great that a new
resolution may have to be introduced. Of
course, when the day of taxation comes there
is weeping and gnashing of teeth, often by the
very men whose act or consent has made the
taxation inevitable and whose renewed pressure
or supineness may make further burdens equally
inevitable next year. The House checks the
recklessness of the Executive ! It simply loads
them with money and commitments, or has
done so up to a year ago.
Now that the country has been really alarmed,
great efforts are being made to revive a real
parliamentary control over expenditure, though
many of the commitments appear almost irre-
vocable. I imagine proposals will be made to
set up an Estimates Committee to examine and
report on Estimates before they come before the
whole House, but I should say that several
committees will be necessary if the expenditure
of all the departments is really to be closely
scrutinized. Whatever else is done, I would
urge that the departments should have greater
liberty to vary their own expenditure within
the limits of the total sums voted and to use
their savings on their own objects. At present
the working of the rigid accounting system
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